bials (7-8 in A. nororientalis vs. 6-7 in A. matthewi) . Sánchez et al. (2004) reported a total length of 224-408 mm in A. nororientalis, while Markezich & Barrio-Amorós (2004) reported a total length of 170-372 mm in A. matthewi. These minor differences can be considered as reflecting intraspecific variation and are certainly not a valid argument to separate the species; we thus conclude that both of them are conspecific. TABLE 1. Selected diagnostic characters of Atractus matthewi and A. nororientalis. Abbreviations used are: TL = total length in mm, DSR = dorsal scale rows, V = ventrals, SC = subcaudals, SL = supralabials, IL = infralabials, T = temporals, MT = maxillary teeth.
It should be noted that the type locality of Atractus nororientalis and the locality of some paratypes of A. matthewi result from an error of interpretation from the collectors. The real name for that locality is "Cerro El Guamal, vertiente sur-oeste del Macizo del Turimiquire, estado Anzoátegui (10°01'28"N, 64°07'44"W)". The Cerro La Laguna is lower than El Guamal (ca. 1400 m asl), but relatively close to it. Some pictures of the supposed Cerro La Laguna appeared in a publication of Manzanilla et al. (2000) , but they were in fact taken in the antennas of the Cerro El Guamal. One of us (GARF) confirmed it in several occasions during fieldwork on Mabuya croizati in the Turimiquire massif. Thus when Markezich & Barrio-Amorós (2004) and Sánchez et al. (2004) Markezich & Barrio-Amorós 2004) . A better communication would certainly have avoided this duplication of effort. It is surprising to notice that specimens collected by D. Sánchez were lent to colleagues and that Sánchez apparently did not contact them to verify that they were not describing the same new species.
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